THE    REBE LLION

the rebellion, stood up in Parliament and read inflated lists of
church burnings and other supposed outbreaks as a part of their
revolutionary propaganda. An event of such political importance
as the impeachment of the President of the Republic, Senor
Alcald Zamora, for having violated the Constitution, took place
without the slightest disturbance. On May ist, a day on which the
temperature of a country can easily be gauged, all the foreign
correspondents in Spain reported "perfect order."

Neither could the Right-wing extremists at that time bring any
allegations of diabolic influence against the Soviet Embassy, for
there was no Soviet ambassador in Spain, nor had there ever been
one since the Russian Revolution. When the rebellion broke out
Republican Spain was maintaining normal diplomatic relations
with every country except the U.S.S.R. The Republic did not
recognize Soviet Russia until 1933. At that time I was Spanish
Ambassador in Mexico, and was appointed to the Moscow
Embassy. While I was on the way to Russia, however, the Azana
Government fell, and I handed in my resignation; the next
Ambassador in Moscow, Dr. Marcelino Pascua, subsequently
Ambassador in Paris, was not appointed until I became Foreign
Minister in September, 1936, two months after the outbreak of
the rebellion; and the first Soviet Ambassador did not arrive in
Spain until the end of August of that year.

With their weakness for symbolic dates, preferably of a religious
character, the insurgent leaders had planned their revolt for the
period between St. John's and St. Peter's days, June 24th and
agth. It was postponed, however, on instructions from General
Mola, who at the same time ordered that as from the i5th of the
following month everyone should be at his post and ready for
the signal of attack.

On the evening of July 13th Largo Gaballero and I were in
Paris,,on our way back from the International Trades Union
Congress in London, when we read in Le Temps of the death of
Senor Galvo Sotelo. His corpse, with a bullet in the head, had
been left at midnight, by persons unknown, in one of the deposi-
tories of the Madrid cemetery, and was identified some hours
later. The day before, Senor Castillo, the well-known Republican
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